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PPE ALS to the Public are always to be 
avoided in Caſes of mere Difference between 
private Perſons. But when an Individual ſuffers 
publickly in his Reputation, as well as in his Pro- 
perty, in Conſequence of a public Meaſure, it 
becomes his Duty to juſtify himſelf in a public 
Manner. This Conſideration has laid Me under 
an abſolute Neceſſity of ſtating the true Circum- 
ſtances of what has paſſed reſpecting my Office of 
Commiſſary or Steward General of Stores and 

Proviſions to the Province of Quebec. | 
On the 29th Day of June, 1768, a Patent paſſed 

the Great Seal of the tollowing Tenour. 

GEORGE THE THIRD, &c. Know ye, that 
We repoſing eſpecial Truſt and Confidence in the 
Faithfulneſs, Experience, and Ability of our Truſ- 
ty and Well- beloved John Chriſtopher Roberts, 
Eſquire, of our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, 
and mere Motion, have given and granted, and by 
theſe Preſents for Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, 
do give and grant, unto the ſaid John Chriſtopher 
Roberts, the Offices and Places of Secretary and 
Clerk of the Council of our Province of Quebec, 
and Commiſſary or Steward General of all ſuch 
B Proviſions 


I 
Proviſions and Stores, as are, or ſhall be from 
Time to Time provided and ſent for the Forces of 
us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, in our ſaid Province; 
and Clerk of the Enrollments for the enrolling and 
regiſtering all Deeds and Conveyances made in that 
our Province, and alſo all Bills of Sale and Let- 
ters Patent, or other Acts or Matters uſually En- 
rolled, or which by the Laws of that Province 
ſhall be directed to be Enrolled; and him, the 
{aid John Chriſtopher Roberts, Secretary and Clerk 
of the Council of our ſaid Province of Quebec; 
and Commiſſary or Steward General of all ſuch 
Proviſions and Stores, as .are or ſhall be, from 
Time to Time, provided and ſent for the Forces 
of Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, in our faid Pro- 
vince of Quebec, and Clerk of the Enrollments 
for the enrolling and regiſtering all Deeds and 
Conveyances made and paſſed in that our Province, 
and alſo all Bills of Sale and Letters Patent, or 
other Acts and Matters uſually Enrolled, or which 
by the Laws of that Province ſhall be directed to 
be Enrolled, We do make, ordain, and conſti- 
tute by theſe Preſents, To have, hold, exerciſe, 
and enjoy the ſaid Offices, unto him the ſaid John 
Chriſtopher Roberts, by himſelf, or his ſufficient 
Deputy or Deputies (who ſhall reſide in our Pro— 
vince, and for whom he ſhall be anſwerable) for 
and during the Term of the natural Lite of the 
ſaid John Chriſtopher Roberts, together with all 
the Salaries, Fees, Profits, Perquiſites, and Ad- 
vantages whatſoever, to the ſaid Offices and Places, 
or any of them jointly or ſeverally in any wiſe be- 
longing, or which are or ſhall be eſtabliſhed or 
allowed for, or in Reſpect of the Exerciſe or 
Fxecution of the {aid Offices and Places reſpec- 
tively, in as full and ample Manner, to all Intents 
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and Purpoſes, as any other Secretary or Clerk of 
the Council of our Provinces in North America 
do hold and enjoy, or of Right ought to hold and 
enjoy. Laſtly, we will, and by theſe Preſents for 
Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, do grant unto the 
ſaid John Chriſtopher Roberts, that theſe our Let- 
ters Patent, or the Inrollment thereof ſhall be in 
and by all things good, firm, valid, ſufficient and 
effectual, in the Law; any Omiſſion, Imperfection, 
Defect, Matter, Cauſe, or Thing whatſoever to 
the contrary hereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
In Witneſs whereof we have cauled theſe our Let- 
ters to be made Patent. Witneſs ourſelf at Weſt- 
minſter, the Twenty-ninth Day of June, in the 


Eighth Year of our Reign. 


By Writ of Privy Seal, 
COCKS 


In Conſequence of the ACt of Parliament paſſed 
in 1774, for making more effectaal Proviſion for 
the Government of the Province of Quebec, the 
Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury 
ſignified the King's Commands to the Secretary of 
State for the American Department, that I ſhould 
be allowed an annual Penſion in Lieu of My Civil 
Offices, and at the ſame Time directed an official 
Letter to be written to the Secretary at War; which 
having been received by his Lordſhip, was duly 


entered and recorded in the War-Office, and of which 
the following is an exact Copy. 


Treaſury Chambers, 31ſt March, 1775. 
My Loo, | 


The Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 


+ Treaſury having taken into Conſideration the grant- 
ing an Indemnihtication to the ſeveral Officers in the 


B 2 Province 


(453 
Province of Quebec, whoſe Poſts are revoked or 
ſuperſeded by the Act for making more effectual 
Proviſion for the Government of the ſaid Province, 


I am commanded by their Lordſhips to ſignify to 
your Lordſhip, that the Board do not conſider 


the Appointment of Commiſſary General of Stores 


and Proviſions at Quebec, (which is a Military 
Employment provided for by Parliament on the 
Army Eſtabliſhment in the Plantations) held by 
John Chriſtopher Roberts, Eſquire, under the 
ſame Patent that contains the Grant of the Civil 


Offices of Secretary, Regiſter and Clerk of the 


Council, as one of thoſe Offices that are revoked 
or ſuperſeded by the ſaid Act; and that my Lords 


have therefore only given him an Indemnification 


for his other Offices. 
I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt faithful humble Servant, 
(Signed) GREY COOPER. 


Every Thing being thus finally ſettled, as Com- 


MISSARY Or STEWARD GENERAL for Life of all 


the Proviſions and Stores that might be provi- 


ded for the Uſe of the Forces of his Majeſty, his 


Heirs and Succeſſors, throughout that Province, 
I formed my Plans, entered into Engagements, 
and arranged my Affairs, in Conſequence of fo 
conſiderable a Body of Troops being ſent thither 
the Beginning of laſt Year. But to my equal 
Concern and Aſtoniſnment, I was ſoon after in- 
formed that Mr. Day had been appointed Com- 
miſſary, and that other. Perſons were about to be 
appointed Deputy or Aſſiſtant-Commiſſaries to 
him in the ſaid Province of Quebec. 


Such 
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Such an Arrangement appeared to Me the more 
ſurpriſing, as I had never been ſent for, or con- 
ſulted directly or indirectly upon the Occaſion, 
The Moment, therefore, that I heard of Mr. 
Day's Appointment, I loſt no Time in preſent- 
ing a very reſpectful Memorial to the Lords of 
the Treaſury, humbly ſtating my legal prior Claim 
to the Exerciſe of this Office, and requeſting either 
that Myſelf and my Deputies might be duly pro- 
tected and ſupported againſt any Claim or Preten- 
ſions on the Part of the ſaid Mr. Day, or of any 
other Perſon or Perſons. to interfere with the Pa- 
tent Rights ſo ſolidly veſted in Me by his Majeſty's 
Grant under the Great Seal ; or that I might receive 
an Equivalent for the Advantages I ſhould renounce 
by a Surrender of thoſe Rights. | 

Having preſented a Memorial to this Effect, 7 
attended at the Treaſury almoſt every ſucceſſive Board 
for near Two Months, and many Times after- 
wards, in the fulleſt Hopes of obtaining Redreſs. 
But as I could not get any official Anſwer expla- 
natory of their Lordſhips Pleaſure or Intentions 
Myſelf, it became indiſpenſibly neceſſary for me, 
after wailing upwards of aTwelvemonth, to requeſt a 
Relation to uſe his Endeavours for that Purpole ; 
who gave Me a Letter from one of the Secreta- 
taries to the Treaſury, of which the following is a 


copy. 


May 31ſt 1777. 
Dear SIR, 


I have been favored with your Letter reſpe&- 
ing Mr. J. C. Roberts's Memorial, and you may 
be aſſured, that it will always afford Me great 
Pleaſure, to be able to promote your Wiſhes up- 
on every Occaſion, but in the preſent Inſtance, 
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I fear it is not in my Power to render your Rela- 
tion any Service, for the Buſineſs has been often 
before the Board, who always declined doing any 
Thing in it, the Claim under the Patent not bein 
admitted as legal or proper. 


I am, with great Truth and Regard, 
Dear Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


JOHN ROBINSON. 


Being thus left without any Proſpect of an ade- 
quate Reparation, or Compenſation, for having 
been deprived of the Exerciſe of an Employment 
which was now become of ſo much Conſequence 
to Me, I was adviſed to ſtate the following Queſ- 
tion for the Opinions of ſome of the moſt eminent 
Council, and have made the Affidavit which fol- 
lows their Anſwers, 


G1WS-S::F'$:0-N. 
Your Opinion is defired, whether any other 


| Perſon, or Perſons, than the Patentee, John Chrif- 


topher Roberts, Eſquire, or the Deputies appoint- 
ed and authoriſed by him, can, under Pretence 
of any Authority whatever, /egally take into his or 
their Charge or Cuſtody, any ſuch Proviſions or 
Stores as now are, or ſhall be, from Time ro 
Time, provided and ſent in or to any Part of the 
Province of Quebec, for the Uſe of the Forces 
of His Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, or can 


exerciſe any of the Functions, or receive any of 
the Profits or Advantages appertaining to the ſaid 


John Chriſtopher Roberts's Office of Commiſſary 
or Steward General, without his Concurrence. l 
ANSWERS, 
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The Patentee, Mr. Roberts, is entitled to the 


ſole Exerciſe of the Office of Commiſſary or Stew- 


ard General of Stores and Proviſions: and no Act 
that properly belongs to that Office, can legally 


be done under any other Authority than a Depu- 


tation from him, unleſs the Grantſhould be vacated 
by a Judgment in ſcire facias, which can only be 
for ſome Miſbehaviour in Office. 


II. 


I do not ſee any Objection to the Validity of 
the Patent, and ſo long as Mr. Roberts is not 
legally removed from the Enjoyment of the Of- 
fices therein ſpecified, I am of Opinion that no 
other Perſon than himſelf, or his Depuries, can, 
during his Life, legally take into their Charge 
any of the Proviſions or Stores which are or ſhall 
be provided and ſent into the Province of Quebec, 
for the Uſe of His Majeſtys's Forces, that being 
one of the Offices granted to Mr. Roberts by the 
Patent; nor has any Yerſon, in my Opinion, 
during the Exiſtence of this Patent, a Right to 
receive any of the Emoluments belonging to che 
Office of Commiſſary or Steward General, men- 


tioned in the Pateat, without the Licence of Mr. 
Roberts, | 


Johr GLynx. 


Nasn Grosz, 

III. 

I can ſee no Doubt of the Validity of the above- 
recited Patent, and am clearly of Opinion that it 
veſts in Mr. Roberts, for his Life, a Right to 
the Exerciſe of all the Functions, and to the Re- 


ceipt 
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ceipt of all the Salaries, Fees, Profits, Perquiſites, 
and Advantages whatſoever, belonging to the 
Office of Commiſſary or Steward-General of the 
Stores provided for the King's Forces in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, in Excluſion of all Perſons what- 
ever, and that irrevocably, during his Life, unleſs 
by legal Proceſs, upon juſt Cauſe. 

I apprehend the Charge and Cuſtody of all Pro- 
viſions or Stores, provided for the Uſe of the 
King's Forces in any Part of the ſaid Province, 
to belong to the Office granted by Mr. Roberts's 
Patent : and therefore that no Perſon, under Pre- 
tence of any Authority whatever, unleſs deputed 
by him, can, while his Patent continues in Force, 
legally interfere in the Charge or Cuſtody of ſuch 
Stores, no more than they can exerciſe any other 
of the Functions, or receive any Emoluments of 
ſuch Office. 

| J. ApaiR, 
IV. 


I agree with the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, in conſidering Mr. Roberts's Appoint- 
ment to the Office of Commiſſary General of Pro- 
viſions and Stores, as not affected by the late 
Quebec Act: and while it continues in Force, I 
conceive that He and his Deputies are alone en- 
titled to diſcharge the Duties, and receive the 
Emoluments of the Office. 


J. DuxxsixG. 
V. 


I am of Opinion that the Patentee, Mr. Ro- 
berts, is duly appointed Commiſſary or Steward 
General of ſuch Proviſions and Stores, as are ſent 
for the Forces in the Province of Quebec, and 
that he has a Right to exercile this Office, by _— 

{el 
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ſelf, or his ſufficient Deputies, as long as the Let- 
ters Patent ſhall remain in Force unrepealed, and 
to receive ſuch Salary, Fees, Profits, and Perqui- 
ſites as belong to the Office: and I think that as 
long as the Letters Patent ſhall remain in Force, 
no other Perſon has a Right to exerciſe any Branch 
of the Office without an Authority from Mr. 
Roberts.—T preſume that Mr. Roberts has, by 
himſelf, or Deputies, exercifed the Office hitherto ; 
and if it ba a Part of the Office, as exerciſed by 
him from the Year 1768, to this Time, to take 
the Stores and Proviſions into his Charge and Cuſ- 
tody, and the doing the ſame properly belongs, ac- 
cording to the Uſage of Commiſſaries in other 
Places, to his Office only; in ſuch Caſe, I ap- 
prehend that no other Perſon but himſelf, or his 
Depuries, have a Right to interfere in this Branch 
of the Office,* 
IE Joun Mapocks- 


* Mr. Madocks is perfeatly right in concluding 1 
had regularly executed the Office by my Deputies, as 
will appear by my Aovit further on. 


VI. 


can perceive no Ground to doubt that Mr. 
Roberts, and his Nominees, are the only Perſons 
who can juſtify the Exerciſe of the Office of Com- 
miſſary, granted by this Patent; what the Functions 
or Fees of that Place are, muſt be aſcertained by 
the Ulage and Eſtabliſhment which have obtain- 
ed reſpecting them. The Letters Patent appear 
to Me to be valid in Point of Law, and cannot be 
vacated againſt Mr. Roberts's Conſent, but by le- 
gal Proceſs and Judgment, founded on ſome Mit- 
C behaviour 
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behaviour which may incur a Forfeiture of the 
Office, I am of Opinion, therefore, that no 
Perſon whatſoever can legally interfere in the Ex- 
ecution of this Office, without Mr. Roberts's Au- 


thority. 
ED. BEARCROFT, 


VII. 


I am of Opinion, that the Letters Patent under 
the Great Seal, appointing Mr. Roberts Commil- 
ſary or Steward General of the Province of Quebec, 
give him the legal Title to perform the Duties of 
that Office, and to receive the cuſtomary Emolu- 
ments of it; and while the Letters Patent remain 
in Force, {and they can only be vacated by legal 
Proceſs, grounded on ſome wilful Abuſe of the 
Office by the Patentee) the Interference of any 
Perſon in the exerciſing of the Office ſo granted 
will be illegal, unleſs under a Deputation, or act- 
ing with the Conſent of the Patentee, 


Hxx. HowARTH- 
& $4 DAY :T; 


Joux ChRISTOPHRER RoBeRTs, Commiſſary or 
Steward General of Proviſions and Stores in the 
Province of Quebec, in North America, maketh 
Oath and ſaith, that, by virtue of Letters Patent 
paſſe under the Great Seal in the Eighth year of 
the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, this Peponent 
exerciſed and executed the Functions and Duties 
of the ſaid Office of Commiſſary or Steward Gene- 
ral, by his Deputics reſident in the aforeſaid Pro- 
vince, for and during ſeveral ſucceſſive Years from 
the Date of the ſaid Letters Patent; and this De- 
ponent further maketh Oath and ſaith, that the 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral Salaries, Perquiſites, and other cuſtomary 
Allowances, Advantages and Emoluments, were, 
to the beſt of this Deponent's Knowledge and Be- 
lief, regularly received by, and accounted for to 
the ſaid Deponent and his aforeſaid Deputies ; and 
this Deponent likewiſe maketh Oath and faith, that 
He never heard of any Charge or Caule of Com- 
plaint whatever againſt himſelf the ſaid Deponent, 
or againſt any Perſon or Perſons acting by and un- 
der his Authority, reſpecting or concerning the 
Exerciſe or Execution of the aforeſaid Office, nor 
of any Interruption, Interference, Let, Hin- 
drance, Obſtruction or Moleſtation, given or made, 
or attempted to be given or made, to this Depo- 
nent, or to any Perſon ſo deputed by him in the 
Exerciſe, or Execution thereof, till the Appoint- 


ment of Nathaniel Day, Eſquire, to be Commiſſa- 


ry, and of other Perſons to be Deputy and Aſſiſtant 
Commillaries to His Majeſty's Forces in the ſaid 
Province of Quebec ; and this Deponent further 


maketh Oath and faith, that by an authentick 
Official Voucher, duly certified and atteſted by 


His Majeſty's Secretary at War, (now in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of this Deponent) the Commiſſaries General of 
Stores for the Uſe of the King's Forces in North 
America, are, and, this Deponent conceives, al- 


ways were conſidered as Staff-Officers upon the 
Military Eſtabliſhment, and that he, this Deponear, 
hath always received his Salary of Commiſſary Ge- 


neral, as provided for by Parliament on the Army 


Eſtabliſhment, at the Office of his Majeſty's Pay- 


maſter General of the Forces in London. Laſtly, 
this Deponent maketh Oath and ſaich, that it fur- 
ther appears by the Document or Voucher ſo at- 


teſted and authenticated by His Majeſty's Secretary 
at War, that the ſaid Office of Commiſſary or 
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Steward General of Stores for the Uſe of the Forces 
in the Province of Quebec, was granted to Henry 
Ellis, Eſquire, this Deponent's immediate Prede- 
ceſſor, by ſimilar Letters Patent under the Great 
Seal, and that the ſaid Office was, at the Time of 
certifying or atteſting the ſaid Voucher, executed by 
Virtue of a Deputation from the ſaid Henry Ellis, 
in like Manner as this Deponent has ſince exer- 
ciſed and enjoyed the ſame. 


Sworn before me, 
this 18th Day of 
Dec. 1777, at 
the Public Office. 
P. HOLFORD. 


Joann CHrISTOPHER ROBERTS. 


After I had obtained the foregoing Opinions of 
Council, the following Meſſage, or Note, was com- 
municated to me on Friday the 14th Nov. 1777. 

« Mr. Roberts's Office, and that beſtowed on 
« Mr. Day by the War Office, are two diſtinct 
6 Things. Mr Roberts's Office is to ſupply Pro- 
« viſions for the Garrifons and Military Eitabliſh- 
«© ment of the Province of Quebec only.—Mr. 
« Day's Employment is to do the fame to General 
« Burgoyne's Army, who were only Paſſengers in 
« Canada.—Mr. Roberts may either execute in 
«  Perfon, or by Deputy, his own Office of Com- 
« miſſary, without any Interference with Mr. 
&« Day.—Mr. Roberts is the Treaſury Commiſ- 
« fary; Mr. Day is the Commiſſary of the War- 
«© Office. —The Caſe is nearly ſimilar with Reſpect 
« to General Howe's Army and Mr, Wier.“ 

The Day aſter I received the above-mentioned 
Meſſage or Note, I ſent the following Oblerva- 
tions upon it to the Friend from whom I had 
received it. 

After 
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After referring to the exact Words in my Patent, 
which have been given in the firſt Page, I ob- 
ſerved 
That from the concurrent Opinions of the ſe- 
veral eminent Council I had been obliged to con- 
ſult, it appeared y 
That no Form of Words could more clearly or 
expreſsly convey to Me a Right to execute every 
Part of the Commiſſarial Department through- 
out the Province of Quebec by Myſelf and my De- 


puties, to the Excluſion of all other Perſons, under 


whatever Deſcription or Deſignation. 
That as the Patent appointed Me Commiſſary 
or Steward General of all the Proviſions and Stores 


provided in, or ſent to that Province, for the Uſe of 


the Forces of his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſ- 
tors, ſo long as the King's Army (another Word 
for Forces) whether under the Command of Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, or any other Officer, continued in the 
Province, Myſelf and my Deputies could alone 
execute any of the ſeveral Functions and Duties of 
the ſaid Otfice. | 
That when the Army, or ſuch Part of it as was 
directed to procced elſewhere, paſſed the Provin- 
cial Boundary, then, and not till then, my Rights 
and my Functions ceaſed, relative to ſuch Part of 
the Horces only as left the Province, but that the 
continued to ſubſiſt unaltered, with Reſpect to 
ſuch Troops as remained, and were flationed in 
the ſeveral Parts ot it—Conſequently, that no 
other Commiſſary, Deputy, or Aſſiſtant Commiſſa- 
ries, however appointed, could act, at the fame 
Time, in any Parc thereof. 3 
That if Mr. Day, and his Aſſiſtants, had only 
been appointed to meet the Army on the Confines 
of the Province of Quebec, or had commenced 


their 


| ( 14 ) 
their Functions on it's Arrival there, without in- 
* terfering with the Rights and the Functions of My- 
* ſelf and my Deputies in the Province, I ſhould have 
3 had nothing to complain of But that the Caſe 
1 had been very different: | | 
| For, on the 20th March 1776, Nathaniel Day, 
E ſq. was appointed Commiſſary to the Army 
If in Canada, with a Salary of 40s. per Day. 
It! On the goth Ditto, Iſaac Winſlow Clarke, and 
il! Jonathan Clarke, Eſquires, were appointed 
1 | Aſſiſtant-Commiſſaries to the Army in Cana- 5 
9 da.—Salary 20s. per Day each. | 4 
* And on the 1ſt April 1776, Colin Drummond, 4 
Eſq. was appointed Deputy-Commiſſary to 
the Army in Canada.—Salary gos. per Day. 
All whoſe Commiſſions were ſigned by the 
King, and counterſigned by the Lords of the 
Treaſury. 

That it plainly appeared from ſuch indiſputable 
Facts, Mr. Day and the other Gentlemen (of 
whom no Notice had been taken in the Meſſage I 
had received) were not merely appointed Commiſ- 
faries, and Aſſiſtant-Commiſſaries to the Army un- 
der General Burgoyne, or any particular Com- 
mander, but to the Army (or Forces} in Canada, 
fimphy | 

That my Complaint, therefore, was not ſolely 

- againſt the Interference of Mr. Dax, but, 

That Mr, Day, and the ſeveral other Gentle- 

men ſo appointed, have, in Virtue of His Majeſty's 

. Commiſſions by Sign Manual, granted ſubjequently to 

my Patent under the Great Seal, been admitted to, 
and ſupported in the Exerciſe and Execution of al/ 

the ſeveral Functions and Branches of the Commil- 

ſarial Departments throughout the Vrovince of 
Quebec: and that in Cunſcguence os the Arrival 
| of 


Th os 1 * 


1 


of thoſe Gentlemen in the Province, and exhibit- 
ing their Commiſſions to the King's Governor, 


my Deputies were, in the Opinion of my Council, 


illegally ſuperſeded. 


And that the ſaid Meſſrs. Day, Draummonn, 
and CLaRKEs, or the Perſons who may ſince have 


ſucceeded to any of them, or have been added to 


their Number, are now performing all the Duties 
and Functions, and receiving the Advantages and 


4 Emoluments of my Office of Commiſſary or Steward 


General, notwithſtanding I laid in my Claim, and 
urged my prior and excluſive Rights, by an hum- 
ble Memorial to the Lords Commiſſioners of His 
Majeſty's Treaſury Eighteen Months ago, before 
Mr. Day left England, and before any of the other 
Gentlemen were appointed. —All which Facts I 
was prepared to prove in the fulleſt Manner. 
And, in Order to ſhew the Nature of thoſe 
Gentlemens Appointments, and how they were 
underſtood by the Governor, the following is an 


Extract of a Letter, now in my Poſſeſſion, from 


a Gentleman who tranſacted the Buſineſs of the 
Commiſſarial Department in the Diſtrict of Quebec. 


Quebec, 19th November, 1776. 


„ Upon the Arrival of Mr. Day, the New 
“ Commiſſary General, his Deputies, and Aſſiſ- 
« tant Commiſſaries, 1 was ſuperſeded, and Mr. 


„ DzumMonD had Qn REC affigned him for his Dis- 
* TRICT. | | 


/ 


(Signed) GEORGE ALLSOP. 


That to be merely informed, therefore, after 
having preſented my ſaid Memorial fo very lon 
ſince, that I may now execute my Office in Perſon, 

| ar 
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or by Deputy, without any Interference with 
Mr. Davy, was with Submiſſion, no Satisfaction 
or Compenſation to Me for the very heavy Loſs 
and Injury I have every Way ſuſtained, at ſuch a 
Time, and during ſuch a Lapſe of Time, by the In- 
terference of all the Gentlemen holding Commiſſions ſo 
Igned and counterfigned, and who were therefore ſup- 
ported and protected by the King's Officers, againſt 
my prior Claim under the Great Seal. 

But whatever Conſiderations had occaſioned the 
Appointment of thoſe Gentlemen, I obſerved it 
could not be thought diſreſpectful in Me to ſay 
that I was at a Loſs to conceive whyl ſhould not 
have been told Eighteen Months ago what I am 
told yow—lſince it was notorious I had attended al- 
moſt every Board of Treaſury for two ſucceſſive 
Months immediately enſuing the Time of my pre- 
ſenting the ſaid Memorial, and that I . ſe- 
veral Times afterwards, without being able to ob- 
tain an Audience, or any official Anſwer, written 
or verbal. 

That with Regard to the Obſervation of the 
Caſe being nearly milar in Reſpect to General 
Howe's Army and Mr. Wier, it was, I preſumed, 
ſufficient merely to remark, that the Tenure of all 
thoſe Gentlemen's Commiſſions is during the 
King's Will and Pleaſure, and conſequently revo- 
cable or alterable at any Time, whereas my exclu- 
five Rights had been veſted in Me for Life, by 4 
Grant under the Great Seal. 

That ſuch were the Fas, and ſuch the true 
Ground of my Complaint, and of my Pretenſions. 
That through the whole of this Buſineſs (ſo very 

intereſting to Me) it did not occur to Me rt 
have conducted Myſelf in a more proper, decent 


Manner than I had all along done, towards the 
Lords 
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Lords Commiſſioners; perſuaded, as I was, that 


© ample Reparation would be made Me for any In- 
jury, however conliderable, I had ſuſtained, or 
might ſuſtain by thoſe Arrangements. That I had 
Z waited for that Redreſs with the moſt patient Re- 


* fpet; and bad, in the mean Time, ſubmitted to 
the manifold Iocopveniences in which I have been 
inyolved by the Conſequences of thoſe Arrangements, 
to the extreme Injury of my Affairs. That I trul- 


ted, therefore, it could not be thought impertinent 
Zin Me to fay, that it I felt Myſelf mortified at 


getting no official Anſwer, written or verbal, tg 


my Memorial ſooner, it was impoſſible for Me to 


expreſs what I now felt at having received ſuch an 
Anſwer, at laſt, as afforded Me 0 Redreſi for my 
paſt Loſſes and Sufferings. | 

In Purſuance of theſe Sentiments I ſent on the 
ſame 15th Day of November laſt, the following 


2 N 
"53. Et 
8 N * k 


Memorial to the Secretaries of the Treaſury, with 


a Letter, requeſting it might be laid before the 
Lords Commiſſioners, | 


50 
1 


Ju the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 


His Majeſty's Treaſury. 

The Memortar of Joun CugisToPHER RokkRTS, 
> Humbly Sheweth, 
That your Memorialiſt, on hearing of the Ap- 


pointment of Mr, Day to be Commiſſary, and of 
other Perſons to be Deputy and Afiſtant Commiſ- 


(2 


ſaries to the Army in the Province of Quebec, 


preſented a Memorial to your Lordihips 0 long 


ago as the Month of March 1776, humbly Rating 


your Memorialiſt's priar Right, by virtue of Letters 
Patent under the Great Seal, to the Exercite of the 
Office ot Commiſſary or Steward General of a 

the 


it: (-48-:] 
1 the Proviſions and Stores that might be provided 
and ſent for the Uſe of the Forces of His Majeſty, 
| his Heirs, and Succeflors, in the ſaid Province, by 
1 himſelf, or his ſufficient Deputy or Deputies, and 
1 to the conſequent Advantages and Emoluments; 
| and therefore praying that neither the ſaid Mr. 
Day, nor any other Perſon or Perſons, might be 
| permitted to infringe the Rights of your ſaid Me- 
| morialiſt; but that He, and his Deputies, might be 
| } duly ſupported and protected againſt any Claim on 
„ the Part of the ſaid Mr. Day, or of any other 
8 Perſons, to exerciſe or execute any of the Functions 
4 of your Memorialiſt's ſaid Office of Commiſſary or 
1 : Steward General; mnieſs it were more agreeable to 
| | your Lordſbips to allow your Memorialift an Equi= 
þ valent for ſurrendering bis ſaid Rights. | 
ul That your Memorialiſt, after preſenting his ſaid 
Ih Memorial, attended at the Treaſury Chambers 
almoſt every Board-Day tor upwards of two ſuce- 
ceſſive Months, in the fulleſt Hopes and Confh- 
dence of obtaining Redrels, but was not favoured 
with an Audience of your Lordſhips; and that 
He attended different Limes afterwards with the 
ſame Ill-Succeſs. TH 
That after waiting upwards of a Twelvemonth, 
to the exceſſive Deiriment of your Memorialiſt's 
Affairs, it was intimated to him, that ſome Doubt 
might, it was ſuppoſed, be entertained by your 
Lordſhips, reſpecting the Legality of his Claim, 
That your Memorialiſt, thereupon, by the Ad- 
vice of his Friends, has now obtained the concur- 
rent Opinions of ſeveral eminent Council, in Fa- 
vour of his excluſive Right to the Exerciſe of the 
ſaid Office of Commiſſary or Steward General, by 
himſelf and his Deputies, and therefore humbly 
intreats that he may be reſtored to the a and 
O- 


( 19 ) 
Enjoyment of his ſaid Rights, and that a Repara- 


tion may be made to him, proportioned to the yery 
heavy Loſs and Injury he has many Ways ſuſtained, 


by the Appointment of the ſaid Mr. Day and his 
Aſſiſtants; who, in Conſcquence of their Commiſ- 


ſions from his Majeſty, counterſigned by your 
* Lordſhips, have ever ſince been performing the 
Z ſeveral Duties, and enjoying the Emoluments of 


our Memorialiſt's ſaid Office of Commiſſary Gene- 


| ral: the Conſequences of which, independently of 


the Loſs he has tuſtained, have proved ſo injurious 


to your Memorialiſt. 


That in this Situation the extreme Urgency of your 


f Memorialiſt's Affairs, compel him reipecttully to 
requeſt your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to take his 
Cale into Conſideration. 


And your Memorialift ſhall ever pray, &c. 


To this Memorial, preſented above a Month ago, 


N I was in hopes of being honoured with a /peedy 


* Anſwer, as a ſeaſonable Attention to it might have 
- obviated a highly mortifying Circumſtance that is 


" 
* 
* 
<5 
. 
* 
+ 
* 
1 
” 
A 
8 


now prublickly known to have happened to Me; and 
which I am zherefcre obliged, by the moſt indiſpen- 
* fible Conſiderations, to take this public Method of 


explaining ; ſince, for Reaſons which will be ſhewn, 
it mult otherways have been zeceſſarily underitood 
as a Cenſure upon my Conduct on the Part of my 


= Fonouravie Employers, and conſequently have 


operated in a very diſadvantageous Manner to my 
Reputation, and to my future Welfare, The 
Circumſtance I mean is this: 

The King having been graciouſly pleaſed to per- 
mit Me, by the Clauſe in my Patent, to execute 
my Offices in Canada, perſonally, or by Deputy, I 


D 2 pre- 


preferred the latter Mode, while the Affairs of that 


1909 


Province continued in the unſettled State which 
rendered it neceſſary that a Bill ſhould be paſſed in 
Parliament for making more effectual Proviſion for 
the Government of 1t—Averſe, however, to the 
being conſidered as an unemployed Perſon at my 
Time of my Life, I ſolicited, and had the good 
Fortune to obtain an Employment under the Eaſt 


India Company, whom I have now had the Honour 


to ſerve near Eight Years. But from the Arrange- 
ments made to my Prejudice, in the Manner that 
has been explained, reſpecting my Office of Com- 
miſſary General, and my having been unenpectediy diſ- 
appointed of the Redreſs or EquivalentT had allalong 
io confidently and fo reaſonably depended upon, it be- 
caine impoſſible for Me to fulfil, na ſudden, Engage- 
ments I had entered into on the Strength of a 
Patent fo firmly ſecured to Me, and which J moſt 
aſſured'y never ſhould have thought of entering into 
<rithout ſuch a CERTAINTY (as I conſidered it) of mak- 
:r:g em prod, The Conſequence was, that I was 
oblized to abſent Myſelf, for a ſhort Time, from the 
Ina Houſe, through Apprehenſions of harſh 
Treatment from Perſons I had formed thoſe En- 
gZagements with, and who imagined I trifled with 
them. This, it may be ſuppoſed, occaſioned it 
to be intimated to Me, that if any Conſiderations 
whatever prevented my diſcharging my Duty to 
the Company, the Court of Directors would, of 


courſe, find themſelves under a Neceflity of giving 


my Employment to ſome other Perſon : 


This circumſtanced J was obliged to addreſs the 
t0110wing Letter to the Chairman. 


December 
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$6 a, 
December 9, 1777. 
SIR, 

I ſhould never have thought of troubling you 
with the incloſed Particulars tf the Inconve- 
fences which have reſulted to Me, from the very 
great Diſappointments J have /o unexpeZedly 
ſuſtained, had not made it indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 

I beg leave, Sir, moſt ſolemnly to affure you, 
that the Arrangements made to my Prejudice, 
have been the /o/e Cauſe of any Embarraſſment in 
my Affairs Had ſuch Embarraſſment proceeded 
from any other Source whatever, it would have very 
ill become Me to have made any Application to 
your Favour or Protection, nor could I, in ſuch 
Caſe, have expected you to attend to it. But my 
Dilemma has ariſen, in the Opinion of every Per- 
ſon to whom the Matter has been communicated, 
from one of the moſt uncommon Events ever met 
with; an Event, Sir, which you will readily admit ng 
human Prudence could forelee ; the Engagements 
I entered into not having been raſhly or unjuſtifi- 
ably formed upon the Strength of an Office in Ex- 
pectation, or an Office held during Mill and Plea- 


ſure, but under a Grant of the higheſt Nature, the 


Great Seal of the Realm, which, I believe, was 
always conſidered as equivalent to any Freehold. 

A Perfon, Sir, in ſo new and ſo / mpular a Situ- 
ation, ſuffering through no Fault of his own, for 
the Convenience and Benefit of other People who 
are receiving the Advantages of his Office, will, I 
perſuade Myſelf, be conſidered by a Gentleman of 
your Rank and Character, in a very different Light 
from a Perſon who might have brought Diſtreſſes 
upon himſelf by his Follies or his Vices, 

This Conſideration it is, Sir, that emboldens 
Me to flatter Myſelf you will do Me the Honour to 


become 
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become my Protector, ſo far as to allow Me theſe 
Chriſtmas Holidays, ſo near at hand, to obviate 
the IIl- Conſequences and Inconve..iences of the 
4 Misfortune that has befallen Me. My Affairs are 
Fl ſo circumſtanced that by the 5th of next Month 1 
1 cruſt I can ſettle them entirely, and perhaps ſooner 
10 but Hould that Indulgence become neceſſary, I 
Ind afſure Myſelf, Sir, that your Humanity will be exer- 
* cited in my Behalf, and that you will believe I ſhall, 
lk with the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude, exert Myſelf 


4 to make up for it, by the moſt unremitting Dili- 
i gence and inceſſant Application to the Duties of 
al my Office. 


Ke 
* 


bl E have the Honour to be, with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Reſpect, | 


| Sir | 
i Superſcribed Your moſt dutiful, + 
1 | 5 
| To the Chairman of - J 
q the Honourable Eaſt- and moſt obliged, 

A humble Servant, 3 


Jon CHRISTOPHER RoBERTS. 


The Reception this Letter met with is ſuch as 
might be expected from the Humanity of the 
Gentlemen in the Direction. After it had been 
| communicated to them by the Chairman, the 
Court, (waving any Enquiry into & Matter that did 
not belong to them to take Cognizance of) ordered their 
Secretary to ſignify their Pleaſure to Me by a Let- 
ter, of which the following is a Copy: 
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SIR, 
The Chairman having this Day communicated LW 
to the Court of Directors, the Subſtance of your 1 
Letter to him, dated the gth Inſtant, J am there- 7 


don 


A 
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upon commanded to acquaint You that the Court 
admits of your Abſence from the Office, until 
the 7th Day of January next; and that if you 
ſhall not then return to, and continue in your 
Duty, it is the Reſolution of the Court to appoint 
a Perſon to be Auditor in your Room. 

IT am moſt ſincerely concerned for the Difficul- 
ties you have experienced, and for the Necel- 
ſity of addreſſing you officially on ſo diſagreeable 
an Occaſion, being, 


Sir, 


Eaft-India Houſe, the Your moſt obedient, 


10th of Dec. 1777. 
Superſcribed humble Servant, 


J. Chriſtopher Roberts, Eg. P. MicayELL, Sec”. 


To this Letter of the Secretary's, I immediately 
returned the following Anſwer, requeſting him 
to lay it before the Court of Directors. 


Thurſday, December, 11th 1777. 
SIR, 

I have received the Honour of your Letter, in- 
forming Me the Chairman had communicated to 
the Court of Directors the Subſtance of my Let- 
ter to him, and that you was cominanded, in Con- 


ſcquence, to acquaint Me that the Court is pleated 


to admit of my Abſence from the Office until 
the 7th Day of January next ; and that if I ſhould 


not then return to, and continue in my Duty, it 


is the Reſolution of the Court to appoint a Perſon 
to be Auditor in my Room. 

While I feel, Sir, a deeper Senſe than ever of. 
the unprovoled Injuries, which alone could have 
ſubjected Me to receive ſuch a Notification, I am 
not leſs convinced, on the other Hand, of the Ne. 

| ceſſity 
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If ceſſity tnete was for it, and of the very great 
Lenity and Indulgence of the Court to Me upon 
this Occaſion, 

| . I beg, therefore, you will preſent my Acknow- 


| 

io ledgments to the Gentlemen in the Direction, with 
i the moſt reſpectful Aſſurances that I feel my 
'k Obligations to their Conſiderateneſs and their Hu- 
il manny in the moſt forcible and moſt grateful 


Manner ; that I ſhall certainly return to the 

6 Houſe before the Expiration of the Term pre- 

| ſcribed ; and that (referring the Management of 

i my private Intereſts entirely to other Perſons) 1 

| ſhall uninterruptedly devote the whole of my At- 
* tention, as well as the whole of my Time, to the 

4 Duties of the Office I have the Honour to hold 

in their Service. 

It remains for me, Sir, to expreſs my Thanks 
to you for the very kind Manner in which you 
| regret the Difficulties I have been laid under, 
and to ſubſcribe Myſelf, with great Reſpect, 


4 Sir, 5 


Superſcribed, Your moſt obedient, 


x Peter Michell, Eig. ; 
| Secretary to the Hen. humble Scrvant, 


| Ea/l-India Company, JohN CHRISTOPHER ROBERTS: 


Thus, from its not appertaining to the Court 
of Directors to take official Covnizance or Notice 
of the Keajons I humbly ſubmitted in Apolozy for my 
Abſence, have TI the Misfortune and the Mortifica- 
1 tion, neceſſarily to ſtand recorded upon their Mi- 

| nutes, without further Comment or Explanation, as | 

an Officer who wil! be diſſmiſſed the Company's 

Service, if he does not ſhortly return to his Duty. 
Is it then to be imagined that I can flently ac- 
quickce under ſuch an implied Cenſure, brought 
upon 
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2pon me by ſuch a Cauſe, and not avail myſelf of this 
only elfectual Means of juſtifying myſelf to the 
World ?—They muſt know little of me who can 
ſuppoſe that any Inducement whatever could diſ- 
ſuade me, after what has paſſed, from doing my- 
ſelf this Juſtice. I owe it to my bleeding Cha- 
rater, which I would vindicate, if neceſſary, at 
the Expence of every other Conſideration. 

This is not meant as the Language of Defiance, 
but as the Language of Selt-Defence : not to be 
applied to the Honorable the Coùrt of Directors, 
of whoſe Kindneſs and Humanity I have the 
juſteſt and moſt grateful Senſe, but to be under- 
ſtood as the Reſult of thoſe Emotions I muſt na- 
turally be ſuppoſed to feel, when I reſlect upon the 
Cauſe that has brought me into ſuch a Situation 


That I entertain a proper Notion of the Reſpect 


and the Deference which is due to Perſons in Au- 
thority, will, I truſt, not only be the Opinion 
of all thoſe whom I have ever had the Honour 
to ſerve undcr, but that it will evidently appear 
from the whole Tenour of My Behaviour, through- 
out this Tranſaction, towards the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of his Majelty's Treaſury, during the 
great Length of Time My Claim has been ſub- 
mitted to their Confideration Every dilinter- 
eſted, every impartial Mind will, I flatter My- 
ſelf, ſee, and allow that I took no Step whatever, 
that could reaſonably give their Lordſhips the 
lighteſt Umbrage, till unavoidable Neczfſity com- 
pelled Me to defend My Character: and nothing 
ever occaſioned Me ſo much Concern as the find- 


ing Myſelf now reduced to ſuch a Neceflity. 


But æſter what | have ſuffered in Conlequence 
of the ill unredreſſed Injuries I have experienced 
after having been made the Subject of general 

| Converlation— 
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Converſation—after having had the moſt mi- 
nute Circumſtances of my private Life and Con- 
duct enquired into and ſcrutinized with the moſt 
impertinent and malicious Curioſity—after having 
been repreſented as pretending to Rights which 
their Lordſhips were of Opinion I had no legal 
Claim to after having had my Integrity brought 
into queſtion for not fulfilling Engagements I 
have been 7hus diſabled from anſwering.— 

After having ſuffered all this, I fay, without hav- 
ing done any thing to deſerve it, merely through the 
* Arrangements made to my Prejudice, for the Benefit 
1 . and Convenience of other People, I am perſuaded 
4 I ſhall ſtand acquitted in the Judgment of every 
candid Perſon, for this public Aſſertion of my Rights, 
and Exculpation of my Condut. | $ 

I ſhall conclude with obſerving that ſince the 
Arrival of the Warwick Man of War, I am 
enabled to aſſert, in the moſt poſitive Manner, that 
| fo far from proceeding with the Army under Ge- 
. neral Burgoyne, Mr. Dav, ever ſince his Arrival, 
| has conſtantly aFed as Principal Commiſſary, and 
| reſided altogether at MonTR RAL, in the ſame Manner 
1 as Mr. DRUMmoND, (or his Relation) as 
ill Deputy Commiſſary at Queszc; at which Places 
they reſpectively continued, in the Month of 
O#feher laſt, executing the. Duties and Functions, and 
| receiving the Advantages and Emoluments of my Of. 
1 ce; nor does it appear that any of the Gentlemen 
1 by whom my Deputies were ſuperſeded have been out 
il of the Province: why, theretore, the Meaſure 
. evhich ] have been ſo great a Sufferer, ſhould have 

been thought zeceſſary, none of my Friends are 
able to comprehend, ſince I would very readily 
have attended the Army Mytelf, inſtead of 


Mr. Day; and the Deputics who were acting for 
: Me 
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Me at the Time they were ſuperſeded, had not on- 
ly tranſacted the Buſineſs to the entire Approbation 
of their Commanding Officers, but from having 
been employed in that Capacity for ſeveral Tears, 
had the Advantage of being much more converſant 
and experienced in the Duries and the Nature of 
the Office, than the Gentlemen could be ſuppoſed 
to be who were ſent from England At any Rate 
I might have expected a ſuitable Equivalent for 
being ſuſpended, without any Cauſe of Complaint, 
from the Exerciſe of my Rights, but I have already 
obſerved that 20 Equivalent or Compenſation was 
ever offered Me, nor was 1 ever conſulted upon 
the Subject. 

The intelligent Public will, at once, ſee the Dif- 
ference between a mere Hardſhip, and a Cale like 
mine; between the Reſumption of an Employment 
held by another Tenure, and the Supercęſſion of 
Perſons who were acting under the Authority of the 
Great Seal, by Means of Commiſſions ſubſegq uently 
granted to others by Sign Manual. It is in vain 
tor Gentlemen to argue upon this Tranſaction, if 
they will not make his juſt and neceſſary Diſ- 
tinttion. Had I held the Office by Tenure of 
WILL and PLEASURE only, it is at once 
admitted, on all Hands, that it would have 
been impertinent in Me to have queſtioned 
or to have animadverted upon, the Propriety 
of any Arrangement it might have been thought 
expedient to make, how much ſoever I might 
have ſuffered by it—Bur the Rights for which I 
contend, having been veſted in Me &y 4 Grant 
under the Great Seal, by which his Majeſly was gra- 
ciouſiy pleaſed, to bind Himſelf, his Heirs «nd Suc- 
ceſſors, | am aſſured that thoſe Rights could neither 
be revoked, nor the Benefit of them defeated by any 

| Þ, 2 ſub 
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ſubſequent Grant or Commiſſions, of - whatſoever Na- 
ture. unleſs upon a Trial at Law, I had been found 

to have incurred a Forfeiture of them, If this is 
admitted, it muſt follow that THE LAW had 
given to Me the Nomination of the Perſons who 
might at any time during My Life, be found necel- 2 
fary to tranſact the ſeveral Duties and Functions 
of iche Commiſſarial Department throughout the 
Province of Quebec. 

Unleſs, therefore, 1 it could be ſhewn that there is 
any Thing in the Nature of the Buſineſs that ren- 
dered it impoſſible for Me and my Deputies to 
have executed it, as well as Mr. Day, and the 
Gentlemen by whom #hey were ſuperſeded, or, in 
Caſe of thoſe Deputies being found deficient in the 
requiſite Qualifications, that I could not have 
found other proper Perſons to have ſupplied their 
Places, it is preſumed that the Meaſure complain- 
ed of cannot be ſupported oz the mere Plea of Ex- 
pediency. If it cannot, T truſt, 1 ſhall be univerſally 
thought juſtified in making an Appeal, which was 
become ſo indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the Vindica- 
tion and Preſervation of my Character, when it is 
conſidered that no Equivalent was offered Me, for 
waving or ſurrendering thoſe Rights that I never 
was conſulted directly or indirectly upon the Sub- | 
ject that the Commiſſions granted to Meſſrs. Day, 
Drummond and Clarkes, appointed them Commi- 
ſary, Deputy and Aſliſtant Commiſſaries in Cana- 
da ſimply that none of thoſe Gentlemen have been 
out of the Province, and that they have been per- 
ſorming among them, with ſuch Aſſiſtants as may 
have been added to them, the whole of the Com- 
| miſſarial Buſineſs in every Part of it; and when Il 
is have obſerved that all the IIl- Conſequences, In- 
7 | conveniences and Uneaſineſs I have experienced, 
ot 3; have 
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have been /olely occaſioned by the Arrangements 
” thus made to my Prejudice, without allowins Me 
* timely Redreſs : and that while it has been impoſ- 
ſible for Me, on the one Hand, to fulfil my En- 
gagements without Redreſs, I am prepared, on the 
other, to ſhew by the cleareſt and moſt irreſiſtible 
* Proofs that if thoſe Arrangements had not been made, 
or if a ſuitable,and a ſeaſonable Equivalent had been 
granted to Me after they were made, NONE OF THE 
+ INCONVENIENCES WHICH HAVE BEEN STATED 
Z woOULD HAVE HAPPENED TO ME, NOR WOULD ANY 
Max LiviNG Hab, AT THIS TIME, THE LEAST 
DrMAND urox Mx. 
4s to the reſt, I will not pay ſo ill a Compli- 
ment to the very eminent Council whoſe Opinions 
are ſo conſtantly and ſo generally conſulted, as to 
2 ſuppoſe they can be miſtaken in a Caſe where they 
= unanimouſly agree. By their Opinions, therefore, I 
will abide ; declaring, as I do, whatever may 
be the Event, that I am happy to have obtained 
what has ſo efe2ualy enabled Me to refute the 
groundleſs Attacks that have been made upon my 
Reputation, from a Suppoſition of my having pre- 
tended to Rights I did not legally poſſeſs. I may 
= live unfortunate, I may live oppreſſed : but I will 
= not, if I can help it, live diſhonoured, or live 
deſpiſed: and until I hear better Reaſons than any 
Body has yet aſſigned to Me, to convince Me that I 
* ought to ſubmit to the Arrangements which have 
been made to my Prejudice without a Compenſation, 


1 
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I will never give up a Claim which I conceive to be 
Jo well founded, 


Joux CHRISTOPHER ROBERTS. 


London, 
Dec. 20, 1777. 
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